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Another < Yy for Tax Reform

SIXTY Virginia counties pay into tlio State
Treasury less than tliey receive from it!

Of course, tve al! knew that something
like that was the fact, hut its repetition in
the annual report of State Auditor Moore
U nd - it a now emphasis and strengthens tho
ininerative duty of the General Assembly, at
its approaching special session, to enact. a

sensible and comprehensive scheme of tax
rt form.

Good Virginia counties, like good Virginia
men. should Ljo ashamed of themselves if
they .-.re not at least self-supporting.

Related .Tu»-t ice to Property Owners

E> ELATED justice is nn its tardy and re-
> luctant way to owners of Richmond real

estate, who. nndor existing regulations, are

required either to pull the Gas Department's
elie:'nuls out of the fire or permit their prop-
'erty to go unoccupied. The Council Commit¬
tee on Ordinances lias recommended the pos¬
tal go an ordinance that will relieve house
owners of liability for the gns hills of delin¬
quent tenants.

Certainly, the existing situation i.^ a very
plea:- ..nt one for the Has Department, which
is relieved of all necessity of worrying over
collections, hut no other justification for it
has ever been offered. It represents, in fact,
the exercise of a merely arbitrary power.
The eity has insured itself against loss and
compelled an innocent bystander, a sufferer
himself from similar casualties, to pay the
premium ott the policy.

It is impossible, of course, to restrain the
sympathetic tears that flow in response to the
(Ins Department's vocal agonies and obvious
distress o..spirit. Perhaps, however, if it
will inquirt';,of it's competitor in the business
of furnish inc. light to Richmond consumers, it
will find out how to stand without a prop.

Germany's Estimate of American Opinion
tT was with some pride, and perhaps a littleI astonishment, that ibis country realized
iiow high a value each of the warring nations
placid on that most unanalysable thing, the
"moral support" of the 1'nited Slates. Each
belligerent told us that it and it alone merited
our good wishes, if not our prayers. '. Ger¬
many. in particular, spared no pains to
v:n us.

A palpable change, however, has come over
the high value that Germany at first placed
on American opinion. Authoritative German
newspapers declare that President Wilson
ft: 11 not do a: a mo liator. because tiie United

; v"ponderatini!ly for the allies.
They also publish unsigned letters from
r <" ri .a- Americans, intimating that
we are hypocrites, that we pretend *o be
l uch ffroi up ev.-r the .'alleged" ill-treat¬
ment of .i i- ium, but that all that Germany

to il' i t" victorious, and the vast
'majority <.: \ n.<-ricans will shout for the

y ay. Americans nev r sided
wPh : !') si.- rt, the c'li/ens of this

n"'. poor lot, ami their good
opinion i : ot wr .ih having.

. >o: f methods of German
v .rfare - re ta little distance to
prove t<' . re pi'ct fi<r American opinionj.» more v rl.al . ian actual. In the privacy
. 'h' !r < v

. tie- Germans believe that
'

e< y : ; e ;. ><>v< ..good or bad opinion.in fact. :r t heir leading publicists havesaid so.

The Richest Copper of Them All
K ' EW '¦ 1' l ie'.i st policeman, Williami ^ ei'" :i' < e; t and will : pond
ti'-- wii.t.i r in Florida on ;he earnln.es of his
lonnnei l :i:' n ihan >!00,o«i0. 'liii: recalls
the fact t y time ago, when a story
was pi;:>1. ,!:eti of hi.i wealth, paragraphcrsall over th>- country ru in i to inciuire white
he got it. LicGuire » xplains that he started
get'.ing .t as follows:

Having been aj pointed a policeman, ho
,>enl his time policing, making a splendid

record, l'rom his simill wages he set aside
a certain stnn for future investment, until he
had enough to buy a piece of property that
stood in the path of development. This he
sold for ten times what he paid for It, and the
money lie reinvested in other property, which
ho turned over in the eamo way, at a nice

proilt. llo kept ou doing it. Ho also kept
on policing. Ho let liquor and cards and
racing strictly alone, and kept out of tho
political rings. When his work was finished
he gave some of his time to his real estate
business and the rest to his family.

Accepting McGulre's story of his rise, it is
a safe ten-to-ono bet that tho inquiry, "How
did he get it?" started among people who
hadn't succeeded In getting any for them¬
selves, because they spent their spare time
wasting their wages, instead of saving up and
trying to better their condition. Always
there are plenty to ask where the other
fellow pot it, and, as a rule, these solicitous
inquirers are pushing another stack Into the
centre of the poker table as they ask tho
question. Any man can get a little, and get
It honestly, if he makes it his business to go
about getting It.

Giving the Knilronds a Chance

ALTHOUGH the announcement had been
discounted liberally, and was expected

with confidence, the Interstate Commerce
Commission's grant of the F» per cent rate In¬
crease asked by tho Eastern railroads is of
overshadowing importance to this country.
Second only to the Inauguration of the Fed-
eral reserve banking system, it is the most
valuable single contribution to the nation's
return to a solyl prosperity.

There can be no r^al and permanent pros-
peritv for the United States unless the rail-
roads are permitted to share in it. An in¬
dustry with a capital stock and bonded debt
of approximately $20,000,000,000, gross earn-
ings of $:?.000,000.000, with something like
1,750.000 employes in normal times, and with
its securities owned by tens of thousands of
persons, cannot suffer without extending its
unhappy infiuenco throughout the land.
When railroad operation ceases to be profit¬
able. shareholders have their incomes de-
creased, necessary retrenchments result in
vast additions to the array of the unemployed,
locomotive and ear manufacturing plants shut
down or reduce their output. Few of us are
either too rich or too poor to escape tlfis par¬
ticular depression's blighting hand.
The railroads have not been prosperous,

despite the wholesale economies they have
practiced and the thousands of men they have
cut from the payrolls. Everything they have
had'to buy, including labor, has increased in
price, while rates have remained stationary
or been reduced. Cross income has not, in¬
deed, could not, save in a country-wide con¬
dition of tremendous prosperity, keep pace
with these demands on the railroad purse.
Membership on the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mission has not been necessary for observ¬
ance of or proper deductions from these
patent facts.

At last, at any rate, the increase has been
allowed, in substantial accordance with the
sufferers' plea. To Richmond, as The Times-
Dispatch said the other day, it should mean
much, in reviving Industry and reduced un¬
employment. Orders for locomotives and
other equipment, which the roads soon will
be in position to give, should result in the
reopening of the city's greatest manufactur¬
ing plant. Business has a new and substan¬
tial reason for holding up its head and look¬
ing the world in the face.

Richmond Knows What She Wants

STRONGLY expressed preference by Rich¬
mond hanking institutions, by the Cham¬

ber of Commerce, Business Men's Club ami
other organizations, for the purchase by the
government of the property adjoining the
Federal Building, rather than for the acquisi¬
tion of a site at. Eighth and Main Streets and
the erection there of a separate post-office
structure, should have weight with Treasury
officials. To say the least of it. Richmond
business men are as competent as post-ofllce
inspectors to determine what will best ad¬
vance the city's interests and most facilitate
the transaction of government business here.
The Times-Dispatch, which has no interest

in the matter save that of the ordinary citi¬
zen, believes the government owes it to the
syndicate which controls the Eleventh and
Main Streets site, and to Richmond as well,
to make a substantial effort to acquire that
property at a price within the appropriation.
It was withheld from development at the re¬
quest of the government and of Richmond
organizations interested in seeing erected
here a convenient and monumental Federal
Building, which would bo supplied by con¬
templated additions to the existing structure.
If the price fixed is too high, the government
can determine that fact by condemnation pro¬
ceedings. If then it shall appear that the
property cannot be acquired within the
limits of the ?4F>O.OOft appropriation, it will
be time to think of another site.

Diving ruder Disaster

HERE is a new one. We had thought all
the. novelties of war had been exhausted

when an airship dropped a bomb, destroying
a small ship, and, under fire of a cruiser, a
submarine bobbed up, rescued swimming men
and dived to safety with them. Readers of
war news believed the unusual had been
achieved when subterranean warriors dug
from their trench to the trench of the enemy,burrowed under it, laid a mine and then from
{>. safe distance set it. off.

Rut Submarine 11-11, of the royal navy, lias
added one. Sho first located a mine in five
rows. Then, against a stiff current, she dived
under that mine, came up on the other side,
torpedoed a Turkish battleship, and escapedwithout a scratch.

With all these remarkable manoeuvres suc¬
ceeding, we beg, with the modesty of a lay¬
man, to again call attention to an early sug¬gestion that all wars might be fought bywireless. Let the enemies simultaneouslylocate and destroy magazines from the safe
distance of 1.000 miles by electric spark.That may sound foolish to-day, but It sounds
certainly no more foolish than did the Insane
suggestions of Jules Verne, all of which have
now been distanced by the cold faets of
scientific warfare.

If it be true that there are antiwar riots in
Austria-Hungary, it would seem that tho
c wakening rante long after the alarm clock
<.: <li d.

Allies have heated trenches and gramo¬phone concerts for the winter. It ought toin* easy t:> install porcelain bathtubs. .

As a profitable employment, trying to
crealc a war scare in the I'. S. A. ranks withreading the dictionary backwards.

Whether to be a Spug or a Spender is aChristmas problem that solves itself by thevisible supply of Spondulix.

Americans are warned not to criticize TurksIn letters to friends in Turkey. Some peopleare very sensitive.

SONGS AND SAWS
Ltmona.

Said the fair suffragette: "It 1h toughTo choose gifts for tho poor antlsuff.
But between you and'me,
I have picked out .lust three;fovfoL. That I think will be quite tho

I iT ^ right stuff.

f "Perhaps If I box them with

And drop at tho antisuff lair,
°n thts K,arl c|,r,stmas IJa>*
I ean get rid for aye

Of Panky and her daughtorK fair."

IToelr- Zack'a PhlloHopliy.
Dc Crismus prospeck at my house am gittln'

mighty dahk. Do geminan wat has do poultr.v-
yahd in de nex" street hab done kill his tuckey
and put et erway In do Ice box.

' Turn Abont.
She.You are not wearing any longer tho

watch your Undo Fred gave you.
He.No. but I'm wearing an overcoat pur¬

chased with the cash another avuncular relative
advanced me.

The I'onwlmlut Snyst
"Laugh and the world laughs with you".<>r

at least you think that's what the world is
doing. Sometimes, of course. It Is laughing at
you for making such an unpleasant noise over
nothing.

(.o!iig the l.ltutt.
Grubbs.Have you done your Christmas shop¬

ping early?
Stubbs.You bet I have! And late. 'And long.

And expensively. And disastrously to my
pocketbook. In fact, I have followed every rule,
and am going to lie happy next Friday if it
bankrupts inc.

1'roRrrxa.
Slight cold.
Over-bold,
Germs hold,
Hells tolled,
Just mold.

THE TATTDER.

War News Fifty Years Ago
'From tho Richmond Dispatch, Dec. It*, lSfi4.

The only accounts that wo have of the opera¬
tions in front* of Nashville come to us through
the Northern papers, General llood having not
seen proper to make any report, at least not any
that tin: War Department is willing to make
public. These reports from the North are, of
course, accepted with caution, but they seem to
be in the main correct. There can b<> tio doubt
that, alter gaining an expensive victory at
Franklin.gaining it through the valor of his
troops and in spite of the most reckless general¬
ship, or, more properly speaking, no generalshipat all.llood has now sustained a most stunningdefeat before Nashville, where he had no busi¬
ness to go.

l)n the right of the Confederate lines, beyondthe Appomattox Hivcr, yesterday the enemytired a shotted salute of thirty-four guns. !><.-
serters who came in yesterday and last night
report that the firing was in honor of the vic¬
tory of Thomas over Hood at Nashville. The
salute was not continued on the Richmond and
Chesterfield lines as on similar previous occas¬ions.
From Southwest Virginia comes the informa¬

tion that the enemy destroyed the depot at
Wytheville, and that they are still trying to
make their way to the Virginia salt works, with
the view of destroying the same. On the wayit Is said that they destroyed three engines of
the Virginia and Tennessee Railway.
The news comes that the enemy with their
unhoats destroyed a Confederate blockade ship

.m the Savannah River and captured another.The report lacks confirmation.
The reports from Petersburg are without spe¬cial interest. There was some firing of artillery

on the left yesterday afternoon, which was re¬
sponded to by tho Confederate guns, but it all
soon died out, and it is said that the casualties
were not worth reporting.
There is an Impression all along the lines,both in front of Petersburg and Richmond, that

tho private soldiers, the men who do the reallighting, have the Christmas holiday idea in
their minds and are rather slow to obey the
orders of officers. The edict has been silentlyissued that there shall be but little, if any, fight-Ing this year. Heaven only knows what theNew Year will bring to pass.
Abraham Lincoln's emancipation proclamationand Grant's operations, to the contrary notwith¬

standing, negro slaves are selling high on theRichmond market. Auction sales that tookplace yesterday prove this to be a fact.
Richmond children are being told that SantaClaus has been "arrested" by the Lincoln govern¬ment, and will not be allowed to cross the line.Nevertheless, stockings will be hung up in thechimney corners as in the old times.
The theatres are taking advantage of theYuletiide time, and all of them will be In fullblast*all of this week, and probably all of the

next week.

Current Editorial Comment
Ever since the later weeks of

Foreign October there has been evidence
Trulc t li a t this country's position iti*

, foreign trade was improving(irows 1'Jist rapidly. The dislocation of ocean
coinnuTce. consnoucnt on tin* out¬

break of war, cut down our export trade in
August $87,500,000 below last year, and, insteadof the $50,200,000 surplus of exports for thatmonth in 10 IS, the result was a $ 1it,000,000
excess of importations. Kven in October, thoughthe surplus of exports was restored, it was $S1,-f.oO.OOO uunder last year, the decrease in exportsbeing: $70,500,000. November tells a different
story. The export trade was still nearly $40.-000,000 under 1913, but It ran far beyond the
usual November figures, and the surplus of
exports, which fell only $17,700,000 short of last
year's figures, was actually greater than in anybut three of the previous November reports.The very decided movement of foreign exchangein this conn try's favor last month and its returnfrom an unnatural premium to entirely normal
rates were largely a consequence of thisstronger position in our foreign trade..New
York ICvening l'ost.

Within the last few weeks
.lust What there, has been a turn for the

better in the business world.C'.er"m*nt The first harmful effects of theShould Do world war are passing and
normal conditions are beginningto reappear. Some dissatisfaction, of course,will always exist. A few days ago, forinstance, something happened which illustratesthe blind and selfish views which some busi¬

ness men hold. A Milwaukee man was damningthe government because he is not making somuch money as he did a few yenrs ago. "Hut
you are a rich man," he was told, "and youstill have a very large Income." Tills made him
more furious than ever. "I tell you the UnitedStates Is going straight to destruction," hevehemently asserted. It developed that a lawwhich had given him special privileges had beenmodified, and for this reason he thinks, or says,that government Is a failure. When governmentenabled him to exact tribute from an innocentthird )>arty, the people, then government washis friend and a pronounced success, but when
government stepped in and lifted at least aportion of this unjust burden from theshoulders of the people, government, in hisopinion, became worthless.an institution torevile and to damn..Milwaukee Journal.

It Is cheorlng news that l'ro-
Onc Poet fessor Schelllng gives us that
Wlm Mi.ile Shakespeare in the latter part of' his career enjoyed an income ofa Living $10,000 per annum. TranslatedInto present purchasing power,this would amount to $50,000 a year, makingthe poet enjoy the income of a millionaire. We

are glad of it, because we think the poet earnedthe money. There is no poet of the present whoenjoys any such income, and we doubt if therehas been any slnco his time, although sonioeighteenth-century writers got large sums inroyalties. There are not many professionalpoets in this dny but would rejoice In an incomeof $5,000 a year. Poetry doesn't pay, largely' because of the public. Wo feol certain that if

to-Uny :t man with tho genius of Shakespeareshould arise he would soon have the tncomo of
a multimillionaire. That's Just the trouble.There Is no such poet. When ho cornea alonghis only worry will be over Investing hisincome..Philadelphia Inquirer.

Chats With Virginia Editors
That bridge for which Fdltor Man!mils seems

to have contended in vain with the Itadforil
Town Council Is now a figurative Bridge of
Sighs, measuring neither length nor breadth.
The Maglnnls is convinced thut there Is thick¬
ness, but not at Ills end of the bridge.

Fdltor Lacy, of the' Halifax Gazette, attended
divine services last Sunday. Tho Gazette be¬
lieves in printing the news. Ilenco this edi¬
torial noto: "It took a conscientious man to
leave a good warm fire and go to church last
Sunday, if we do say it ourselves, that shouldn't."
Wo assume that he fasts thrice a week, gives
tithes to the poor and rejoices In tho conscious¬
ness that he Is not like some of his Philistine
contemporaries.

"If lSurope would follow the example of Hall-
fax and hill olt all the hogs, the war would die
a natural death," says this Franklin Chronicle.
Eliminating the British lion, the Russian bear,
the German eagle, the Kgyptlan camel and the
Japuneso dragon, we deduce that l-iilltor Willis
is trying to put France on the hog.

Says" the Bristol Herald-Courier: "Parrots are
said to be among the longest lived of birds,
but very few parrots have lived as long as
your Uncle Joe Cannon." Then, too, Uncle .loe,
although a bird, has lost much of his plumage,
and must occupy a lower perch in the congres¬
sional roost.

Discussing the absence of late reports of hos¬
tilities In Mexico, Kdltor Showalter, of tho
Staunton News, remarks: "Mexico has tempo¬
rarily subsided." It signifies nothing. Every¬
thing Is temporary in Mexico.

Says the Roanoke World-News: "We .ill must
die some day, says Yuan Shi Kai. Therefore, let
us die bravely.if necessary, on the Held of bat¬
tle. There's much sound reason in what Yuan
believes.'* Vet you might search the Chinese
army list, showing o(llcers In the Held, in vain
for the name of that greatest of Celectlal politi¬
cal "strongarms."

The Voice of the People
..Seeing Thing*" v*. Seeing Truth.

To the Kdltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,. I have read with interest the ravings of

"Observer" concerning the doings <>f the suf¬
frage women of Richmond. She has been "see¬
ing things" which are unreal, and yet has missed
the reality of their altruism In befriending the
working people. She Is so disturbed for fear
suffragists will disregard "the channels cut for
women by their Maker." that she overlooks the
spirit of their work. Her religious appeal is
indeed touching.
She does not discern that instead of their

recent doings being "opposed to (Soil's unalter¬
able will," that they are in harmony with tho
teachings of the Great deader who uttered His
anathemas against those who 'lade men with
burdens too grievous lo be borne," and "touch
not the burdens with one of their fingers." The
fanatics of conservatism of these days, like
those in the days of old, feel no responsibility
to lift the burdens of those who toil. Not so
with suffragists. They feel the appeal of the
religion of brotherhood and sisterhood in the
great human family.

J would continent! to "Observer" the words of
Holy Writ, "Be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of Cod."

A BIBLICAL SUFFRAGIST.
Richmond, December 1C, 1014.

Strcrt <'«r TmnMferii.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,. 1 would like to suggest to the Virginia
Railway and Power Company, now giving ex¬
cellent service to the Richmond public, that It
look to the matter of transfers.
How many transfers are given for one fare?

I have understood two or three. For instance, a
passenger on a car going west on Broad Street
wishes to go to the 300 .block on Mailt Street.
Fast or West Main.can he transfer from Itroad
to Laurel Street and again from Laurel to Fast
Main, thus receiving two transfers for his nickel
or ticket? Of course, it would be simplified by
his walking south to Main Street or taking a
Laurel Street ear on Itroad Street and getting
his transfer to Fast Main, but If he is on Rroad
Street and does not care to take the walk to
Main be boards a Broad Street car. can he have
oiie or two or three transfers for his one fare?
When a passenger pays his fare and asks for

a transfer, must he not use It in the next live
minutes, or .so soon as the next car passes going
in the desired direction? That is my under-
standing. There are persons I know of who,
from misapprehension or design, hold a transfer
one oj inure hours to make a call, or while away
the time.

1 would not feel* it was honest to do anything
but take the transfer and use it on the next
car goiiiK my way. There are others who thinkdifferently. A. W. A.
Richmond, December 17, 1 f« 14.

I rgrx Cimwi.Mdnfion of OrpliniiRKrii.
To the Kditor of The Times-1 >ispateh:

Sir,.In a communication from South Rich¬
mond, of this date, entitled, "Orphans' Home
Asks Help," a request for help to support the
orphanage is made. Such a request is not un¬
usual, and is frequently heard in every com¬
munity in which an orphanage is located. There
does not seem to he any definite fund uponwhich the managers can rely for the supportof the orphans intrusted to their care, and they
must appeal to the public from time to time.

1 have a suggestion to make, and shall be
pleased to hear from others who might be inter¬
ested, and that is, a consolidation of the orphan¬
ages throughout the State, thus bringing to¬
gether a larger number under one management.
Combining their income and efforts would prob¬
ably enable employment of competent Instructors
in the manufacture of simple furniture and
shoes, commercial printing and other crafts, and
tin girls could lie taught domestic and busi¬
ness sciences, by which both boys and girls
would be eqtiippe'l to earn a livelihood on leav¬
ing the orphanage, and also a considerable in¬
come might be derived for the institution by a
salts of articles made by the orphans.

It is possible that the State would make an
appropriation under certain conditions, provided
that a consolidated orphanage would care for
the orphans for whom the State is responsible.

I should be very pleased -to have any one
interested in this matter to give an expression
through your columns, and shall take pleasure
in co-operating to carry out the scheme, as yet
not fully developed, when the plans shall have
been carefully and thoughtfully made.

J. 13. PERKTNSON.
Danville, Va., December 17, 1!)14.

The Bright Side of Life
Kliiflliip.

Jovial Briton (espying a member of the Scotch
Guard).Shako 'ands, o!' man.shake 'ands. I'm
half Scotch-.other half.hie.soda water..Don-
don Opinion.

The Square Ileal.
"l.oel: here!" said an excited man to a drug¬gist. "You gave me morphine for quinine thismorning."
"Is thai so?" replied the druggist. "Then you

owe me *25 cents.".Christian Register.
Decisive Argument.

The Oracle.Aha! You may depend irpon't that
if this 'ere Kaisfcr Is a-lcndin' of 'is troops 'issef,then leadln' 'em *e is; but if 'o ain't.wy, then,'ow can 'e be?.Sketch.

A Wind's Fancy. .

"The wind," said Mrs. Twiekembury, "wasblowing at a terriflc velocipede.".ChristianRegister.

Very ItellicIouM.
Parke.Tan't Peterkin. very religious?Dane.Oh, yes, I hear he goes to church everymonth or bo..Life.

THE YULET1DE
One of tlio Day's Best Cartoons.

GERMAN BOGY SCARES CANADA
POUT ERIK. ON'T., Poccinber IS..,

With one citizen locked tip on a charge
of treason, foreigners "stilplfig" the Jmcmlti'i'H of the militia, private dinners
Interrupted by the soldiers and the
guests in diint^r of arrest if they (dim
German MOims, and with more than 100
prisoners of war, the nerves of people
along the Niagara frontier are in a
rather jumpy state.
The people are uneasy because every

now and then rumors no the rounds
that the Germans are mobilizing aeross
the river in lluffalo prepared to repeat
the famous Fenian raid. Duly a few-
weeks ago the Canadian troops were
mobilized in Toronto because of a storythat the Germans were about to attack
the city. Two days ago th^re was
more excitement when a rumor l-hi
ailo.it that a German In Toronto had
succeeded in sending a trunk fill <>r
plans fo the Kaiser.
None of the prisoners lias been defi¬

nitely charged with being a spy. Tin y
are all locked up as prisoners of war.
The Niagara frontier Is generally re¬
garded as the territory from Lake
ICrie, where Die little village of Fort
Krle facs ItufTalo, thlrtj miles t.i tlx
end of the Niagara Itlver. where the
old French fort now used as a United
States army post under the name of
Port Niagara looks out over the ruins
of Fort Missaragu.i and Fort George, on
the Canadian sld<> of the river.
This territory is now guarded by 4 vo

inen of the Forty-fourth Welland and
Lincoln Infantry, under command of
Colonel Hugh Rose. An additional
guard of two companies of the Nine¬
teenth Infantry is at the power sta¬
tions at Niagara Kalis. < int.. which is
directly opposite Niagara Kail.*, N. Y.
This guard, of course, is assisted by
the numerous customs and immigra¬
tion oliiclals stationed along the fron¬
tier.

Inspector* Mmle Arrrnt*.
It is the immigration inspectors in

fact who :ire responsible for r.iost of
the hundred or so prisoners of war who
have already been taken into custody.
These prisoners are men who have
time to serve as reservists in the Ger¬
man or Austrian army. The soldiers
who are guarding these prisoners say
that in a great many instances they
express satisfaction at having been
captured, sis it gives thein an excuse
for failing to return to the colors. In
few Instances have these prisoners of
war been caught without money. A
search In nearly every case uncovered
funds ranging from $600 to S6.000. This
money, the military authorities say,
will he returned to the prisoners when
they are released at the conclusion of
the war.
The capture of one Paul Jockel bor-

dered on the sensational, .lockel had
been the manager of a large manu¬
facturing plant In Toronto. lie re-
malned in his position after the war'
broke out, and later was notified by
one of the German consuls in the United
States that as n German r« servlst he
was expected to report to the colors at
once, .focltel and a woman and child,'
he said were wife and child, broke all
speed records In a motor car in their
dash from Toronto to the Kort Krie
ferry, but Colonel Hose halted them as,they were about to board the boat.

Jockel pleaded for his wife and child.
Better OtT n» Prisoner.

"If it Is really your wife and child
you care for," Colonel Rose is quoted
as saying, "you will he better off here
as a prisoner of war, for, If you were
returned to Germany, you might be
shot in battle."
So Jockel was arrested and placedwith the other prisoners at Wetland,Out. Later Jockel admitted that the

wife and child were not his, and that
he had taken them with him to play
upon the sympathies of the soldiers. '
Two weeks later Jockel declared he hadbeen relieved of n large amount of
jewelry by the soldiers. The soldiers
admitted that they had relieved Jockel
of his automobile and most of his
money, but denied the jewelry story,A fe%v days ago two of the prisoners!
made a statement that Jockel told the
jewelry story believing that the com-!
manding oflicer would release him Jrather than have a scandal, whether!
true or not true.
Jovo Karosr.vla, also a prisoner, was

taken as a result of the attempts to
"snipe" soldiers along the Welland
Canal. He is accused of liring a shot
that wtiizzed right in front of Lieuten¬
ant McCormiek's nose. There had been
considerable potshotting at the sol¬
diers from people living in the Hun¬
garian settlement Just south of AVel-
land proper. Finally the troops search¬
ed the colony and took all the guns
they could And. The soldiers feel that
the moral effect of Karosovia's arrest
lias already been manifested, because
there has been no more shooting a» the
soldiers.
Joseph Snyder, an old farmer, eigh¬

teen miles from ltuffalo on the Cana¬
dian side, Is the one prisoner that is
being held for treason. The penalty,
if convicted, is death. There is much
sympathy for Snyder because of his
age, and because even the soldiers do
not bellove that he appreciated the
seriousness of his offense.

Smuggled Germans Across.
Snyder's farm is near the river, and

it has teen his custom, so the military
authorities declare, to house German
and Austrian reservists in tils barn
until an opportune time came to .smug¬
gle them across the river to the United
States.
After a warning, the military au¬

thorities laid a trap for Snydor and
Rrrcatod him. Snyder Is in the county

J;<il at Wetland and will In- tried a.the spring assizes.
linirauKc V. <liyckmann, formerly o

Mount Vernon, N. V., but now genera
manager of tin- Dominion Omln Com
pany at Nlav;;*.rn Calls, iMituiio, wai
lu>s! :it a rtlimcr given to his employe;
.1 i*l attempted to »i.t«. i.. . .. I«. for one o
his employ»*n, who hail been arrested fo
singing a 'ii'tman souk .'>' a dinner, h«
found himself prisoner of war law
Saturday night. Ityckinann in. one oi
th : pronlnent citizens of NiAgara Falls
!!.. and Ills Kin'st who sang the 'lermat'
sciiu were held tlii «.«.. days and thetU
teh-ascd. i

.lust at present the Canadian governjmont Is holding an Invent igatlon In ai'
attempt to jind out who is responsiblefor ih.- nine Iiukus Syrian priests getj' i»4 bacit into Canada after they hai!
t..... n ordered out by tho military all]tiioritlf'S The nine were :ti re.<-1od it
Toronto Since Turkey lias joined tlnj
war, lultitary authorities d« elded than
the Ix-st thing to do would 1m- to shl| jthem out of the country. They wen
t.ikon to 11. .' < "i nadla n border at r.rldge j

and ::t over the internatlona
. to ISutfalo.

!'!... Cnlted States Immigration au*
tho.ities refused to allow the men t<
<¦nt.-r, and they went haek into Canadr
a I'm I n The fact that they wore not
:. I op p by 11 i. immigration authorities
a:<l ;¦ rr« stc <1 wh'-n they reached tin.
Canadian ^t<I. of the river Is what hah
caused the investigation. The military
authorities having 'he whole penin¬
sula scoured for them, l>ut with nu ap-
parent results.

Barber Surgeons of £gypt i
Lord Kitchener, it >.cotns, during his

rttle in I'luv pt. reilitroducod the some-
v. !-i i anclen: e'j^tom of ha\;n;j barber?
serve an useful aojuncls to the medieal
. oiVssion. For this he is mildly taken
to t.tsk hy Amcriean Medicine, whose
editor declares that the present kraile
of barbers cannot full)I the order. The
writci argues. however, that the pros¬
per! ..f actir.ir as near-surgeons might
attract a higher class of workers. He
writes:

"l.ord Kitchener has inaugurated the
plan « f using the harhers of Kgypt fts
vaccinators, sanitary inspectors, re-
portcis of infectious disease;:, and also
io "eiii!/-r first aid and to treat simple
<mi.pi.tints. That is a rather targe or¬
der. and assumes a higher urado of
edu-allon ind intelligence than tho
harl'er possesses in any part of the.
world. »-spccia'lv anions the stupid
peasantry of Africa.

."In medieval times, wlcn the bar¬
ber did all th" surgery. he went
through a long apprenticeship, and as
far as we know he was a man of more
than usual ability. At present the bar¬
ber if- aMe to perform his work after
a very short apprenticeship, and needs
no education whatever. Ho seems to
get as large a wage as an educated
man. so what Is the use of the three
It's to him'.' The result is that wo
have a body of artisans who. with
conn* exceptions, are not capable of
being trained to do these various other
things.

"Still. If Kitchener succeeds with his
peasants Europeans also should. There
is really no reason why the barber
should not add to his income by taking
up side lines except surgery, and they,
are dealing with too many skin infec¬
tions to he trusted as vaccinators. It,would attract a higher grade of men
to the calllnf. and perhaps we would
contract fewer infections in barber
shops. Nor can we see any public ne¬
cessity for utilizing either barbers In
surgery or pharmacists in medicine,
and t*he drift of the evolution, of civ¬
ilization seems to be leaving them the
practice of their limited specialties and
nothing more.

"in spite of this drift there are not!,
a few physicians who have advocated
a third profession somewhat similar to
the chemists of Kurope, who occupy a
decidedly higher position than the dtog-
sellers, who are not permitted to com¬
pound prescriptions, and can be trusted
in minor illnesses. If we really need
such an adjunct profession the col-
leges can supply the men and after a
proper course of study can issuo a
limited degree as they already do to
doctors of public health. We can at
least give Instructions to barbers to
avoid infection even if they never can
do phlebotomy (blood-letting) again."

Xo Appnrent DHTerenee.
(From the Rochester Herald.)Some one is protesting against the

introduction of "heathen savages'* In
the Kuropean war. As if they wero
any worse than "Christian savages."

Worse and Worse.
i I'rom the Boston Transcript.)Those soldiers are a good deal lilto

our Congressmen.the more they re¬trench tho more they cost the tax¬
payers.

Flagrant Dishonesty.
(From tho Cleveland Plain Dealer.)A nugget of gold lias been found Inthe crop of a Maryland chicken. Willit never he possible to keep dishonestfarmers from weighting their fowlsin this manner?

A Hollow Mockery.
(From tho Detroit Freo Press.)To tho men in tho trencheB Iho"peaco on earth and good will to men"Christmas carols will sound like ahollow mockery.


